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SUBJECT: COMMUNIQUE ON BORDER INCIDENTS 

REF: A) TEGUCIGALPA 3540 (DTG 221405Z JULY 76), B) TEGUCIGALPA 3535 
(DTG 212020Z JULY 76) 

1 . ON JULY 21, 1976 THE HONDURAN ARMED FORCE ISSUED COMMUNIQUE ON 
THE RECENT BORDER INCIDENTS WITH EL SALVADOR. THE COMMUNIQUE MAKES 
THE FOLLOWING POINTS: A) ON JULY 19 SALVADORAN TROOPS TOOK OFFENSIVE 
ACTION AGAINST HONDURAN MILITARY OUTPOSTS THEREBY AFFECTING LARGE 
AREAS POPULATED BY CIVILIANS; B) AT 20:50 HRS. THE SALVADORANS 
FIRED ON HONDURAN POSITIONS AT EL POY AND GUALCHO, OCOTEPEQUE USING 
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS; C) AT 21:30 HRS. SALVADORAN TROOPS OPENED FIRE 
ON HONDURAN OUTPOSTS AT PIEDRA DEL TIGRE AND LA NANADA, LEMPIRA. 
THEY UTILIZED 7.62 AND 7.50 CALIBER MACHINE GUNS AND TEN 81 
MILLIMETER MORTAR ROUNDS; D) AT 22:30 HRS. SALVADORAN TROOPS FIRED ON 
HONDURAN POSITIONS AT DOLORES, LA PAZ. THE SALVADORANS EMPLOYED 
AUTOMATIC RIFLES, MACHINE GUNS OF VARIOUS CALIBERS, AND 120 
MILLIMETER MORTARS. THE MORTARS ARE CLASSED AS ARTILLERY AND IT 
IS THE FIRST TIME THAT THEY HAVE BEEN USED IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 
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A SECURITY ZONE AND TO NOT EMPLOY OFFENSIVE WEAPONS. THE ARMED 
FORCES ARE CAPABLE OF PROVING THE USE OF 120 MILLIMETER MORTARS 
BY THE SALVADORANS. THIS ACTION LEFT ONE HONDURAN SOLDIER WOUNDED; 
E) THE ATTTACKS BY EL SALVADOR CONTINUED ON THE 20TH OF JULY WITH 
A NEW ATTACK AT 14:30 HRS. AT ZAZALAPA, LEMPIRA. AT 17:30 HRS. 

THE ATTACK CONTINUED WITH THE SALVADORANS EMPLOYING RIFLES. MACHINE 
GUNS AND 81 MILLIMETER MORTARS; F) THE HONDURAN ARMED FORCES HAVE 
BEEN CONTINUALLY AWARE OF THE ATTACKS BUT, BELIEVING THEM TO BE 
ISOLATED INCIDENTS. DID NOT MAKE THEM PUBLIC. HOWEVER, THE 
FREQUENCY OF THE ATTACKS, THE USE OF ARTILLERY, AND THE LARGE ZONE 
COVERED OBLIGATES THE ARMED FORCES TO MAKE THE INCIDENTS PUBLIC. 

IN SPITE OF THIS, THE ARMED FORCES CONTINUE TO BELIVE THAT, BY 
THE NORMAL CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE CHIEFS OF STAFF 
OF THE ARMED FORCES, THIS SITUATION WILL BE OVERCOME; G) THE 
ARMED FORCES ASSURES THE PUBLIC THAT HONDURAN TROOPS HAVE NOT 
ATTACKED EL SALVADOR, NOR WILL THEY DO SO. TO DO SO WOULD BE 
CONTRARY TO THE COUNTRY'S DESIRE TO ARRIVE AT A JUST AND PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT OF THE DISPUTE WITH ELSALVADOR, BASED ON THIS 
PRINCIPLE, THE ARMED FORCES SEEK TO AVOID A SITUATION WHICH WOULD 
NEGATIVELY AFFECT THE CHANCE FOR A JUST AND PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT; 

AND H) HOWEVER, THIS DOES NOT LESSEN THE CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATION 
OF THE ARMED FORCES TO PROTECT THOSE LIVING IN HONDURAS. 
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